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3) D Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 1 1 , 453 O.G. 213. 
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application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351 (a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21 (2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

Claims 1-3, 5-7 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by 
Michelson (7,063,702). 

"X, 

With respect to the claims, Michelson discloses a fastener system or a locking 
system for attaching or joining a first work piece with a second work piece comprising 
an opening, as best seen in FIG.1 , in the first work piece (50) for receiving a a screw or 
fastener (100) having a threaded first end (110), an opposite head (120) and a collar 
(130) having external thread (136), the collar rotational affixed about a head of the. 
screw or fastener; and complimentary locking threads (118) in the opening in the first 
work piece for engaging the collar to the first work piece of the head such that axial and 
rotational movement of the screw is restricted when the first work piece is affixed to the 
second work piece by urging and rotating the treaded first end of the screw into the 
second work piece; as best seen in FIGS. 1-18; the locking having a top opening a 
bottom opening a smooth , inner cavity and a threaded outer wall; as best seen in 
FIG.1 B, the inner cavity adapted to rotatingly retain and hold the head of the screw; as 
set forth in column 5, lines 5-48; the screw extending outwardly from the bottom 
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opening of the locking collar sufficiently to engage and join the second work piece when 
the threaded body section of the screw is rotatably urged against the second work piece 
in a second direction of rotation; as set forth in column 5, lines 49-67, column 6, lines 1 - 
67, column 7, lines 1-67, column 8, lines 1-67, and as best seen in FIGS. 1-23. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 4, 8 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Michelson (7,063,702) in view of Sevrain et al. (6,589,244). 

With respect to the claims, it is noted that that Michelson et al disclose all the 
limitations, except for a wrench having an outer body with outwardly extending blades 
and the blades adapted to engage a slot in a top face of the collar; as claimed by 
applicant. However, in a similar art, Sevrain et al evidence the use of a wrench with 
having outer body with outwardly extending blades adapted to engage a slot in a top 
face of the collar to serve as prongs that fasten the fastener to the work piece. 

Therefore, given the teaching of Sevrain et al, it would have been obvious to one 
having ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to modify the device of 
Michelson, as taught by Sevrain et al., to serve as prongs that fasten the fastener to the 
work piece. 
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Conclusion 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

4,640,271 2-1987 Lower 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Pedro Philogene whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
4716. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday to Friday 6:30 AM to 4:00 
PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Eduardo Robert can be reached on (571) 272 - 4719. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571 - 
273-8300. 



Application/Control Number: 1 0/729,038 



Page 5 



Art Unit: 3733 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

Pedro Philogene 

January 1 8,2007 /\ « 




